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“CALLED OUT OF DARKNESS”
Billy Bland

INTRODUCTION1

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light (1 Pet. 2:9).

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
that hath called us to glory and virtue (2 Pet. 1:3).

Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 2:14).

The above texts declare that Christians are a people who have been
called of God. They have been called out of darkness and have been
called into God’s marvelous light. The above texts also reveal that there
is a divine purpose in God’s calling. But, it must be questioned: “What
is the meaning of God’s calling?” “How does one know if he has been
called of God?” “How does God call us?” And, “What is the purpose
and/or benefits of God calling us?” These are matters this section will
discuss.

OUT OF DARKNESS

Prior to discussing some of the particulars relative to God’s calling,
attention is directed to the sphere from which Christians have been
called. God is calling people “out of darkness” (1 Pet. 2:9). What is this
“darkness” from which people are called? Barnes states: “Darkness is
the emblem of ignorance, sin, and misery, and refers here to their
condition before their conversion.”2 Coffman differs slightly in his
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comments. He says: “There is an indication here that many of Peter’s
readers were converts to Christ from heathenism, for such is the usual
import of the word.”3 Clarke seems to put both of the statements
together by noting: “But they were called to this state of salvation out
of darkness—idolatry, superstition, and ungodliness.”4 Gill seems to
miss the mark by making the “darkness” refer to the Law of Moses. He
wrote:

Out of the darkness of the law, under the former dispensation,
which was as night, in comparison of the Gospel day; and out of
that darkness which the Jews were particularly in, in and about
the coming of Christ, being ignorant of the righteousness of God,
and the spirituality of the law; having lost all right notions of the
Messiah, and the true sense of the Scriptures, and were carried
away with the traditions of the elders, and led by blind guides,
the Scribes and Pharisees; out of this darkness, as well as what
is common to men, in a state of unregeneracy, having no sight of
themselves, their sin, and misery, nor knowledge of divine
things, of God in Christ, and of salvation by him, and of the
work of the Spirit upon the heart, they were called.5

After defining the Greek word skotos as “darkness,” Thayer
comments, “... of ignorance respecting divine things and human duties,
and the accompanying ungodliness and immorality, together with their
consequent misery in hell.”6 Woods observed that Peter’s readers “had
formerly been idol worshipers.”7 Having observed the idolatrous
practices of the heathens, brother Woods further states: “The words
apply, however, to all, both Jew and Gentile, the state of sin being
described by sacred writers as conditions of darkness, and Christianity
as a world of light.”8

The word skotos which was used by Peter to describe the previous
spiritual condition can have a literal as well as a figurative meaning.
When Jesus was crucified there was literal darkness upon the land for
three hours (Mt. 27:45). However, it is obvious from the context of
Peter’s statement that skotos is used in a figurative sense as Peter is not
discussing physical conversion, but describing their former spiritual
condition prior to their calling.

The Word of God serves as its own best commentary. Paul shows
what is meant by spiritual darkness. He penned:

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not
be once named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthi-
ness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient:
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but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whore-
monger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of
God. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of
disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye
were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk
as children of light (Eph. 5:3-8, emphasis added).

After noting various sins, Paul explains: “For ye were sometimes
darkness.” They were “darkness.” Paul used the metaphor “darkness”
to describe the sins in which they had involved themselves. “[B]ut now
are ye light.” They had gone from being darkness to becoming light.
Consequently, they were to “walk as children of light.” Paul further
admonished the Ephesians: “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to
speak of those things which are done of them in secret” (Eph. 5:11-12).
Light and darkness are opposites. One cannot walk in both at the same
time. John wrote:

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in dark-
ness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us (1 Jn. 1:6-10).

John equates darkness with sin and light with righteousness. He
explains that the child of God cannot walk in darkness and light at the
same time. To claim to have fellowship with Christ and yet walk in
darkness at the same time is to make oneself a liar.

HOW DOES GOD CALL ONE OUT OF DARKNESS?

Since one cannot have fellowship with God if he is in darkness, it
is imperative for one to come out of darkness (sin). It is of interest that
God is the One Who calls us out of darkness. God is the One Who
initiated man’s salvation. Mankind did not (and could not) devise a
plan whereby he could be saved. Paul wrote: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). Again:
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For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life (Tit.
3:3-7).

This is not to say that man has nothing to “do” in order to be saved,
for he does have something he must do. When Saul asked: “Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do?” Jesus replied: “Arise, and go into the city,
and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). Both, Saul and
Jesus, knew Saul had to “do” something. When Saul reached Damas-
cus, Ananias said to Saul: “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord”
(Acts 22:16). Jesus Himself stated: “Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 7:21). Even though man
must do the will of God in order to be saved, he does not merit his
salvation. God is the one who gave the plan whereby man can be saved.
God is the one who “called” us out of darkness into His marvelous
light. It is noteworthy that God is the One who was seeking Adam after
he sinned. Adam was not seeking God. In fact, Adam and Eve were
trying to hide from the presence of God due to their disobedience. We
should ever be thankful that God loves us. Even though we have
sinned, God calls us out of spiritual darkness.

In the context of Peter’s statement, in addition to being “called” of
God, Christians are said to be a “chosen generation.” God has “chosen”
and “called” people to be Christians. Another Biblical word used in this
connection is the word “predestinate.” The Word of God plainly
teaches that God chooses, predestinates and calls. God chooses us to
salvation: “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief
of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:13). Christians are predestinated: “Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will” (Eph. 1:5). And,
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Christians are “called.” “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).

God, Who is Sovereign wished to save fallen man. Thus, the
question is not “Does God choose, predestinate and call people to be
saved,” but rather, “How does God choose, predestinate and call people
to salvation?” There is a difference in the fact of being chosen and/or
called, and the method used to do the calling. Note again the verses that
inform us of the choosing, predestinating and calling. Paul wrote:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love”
(Eph. 1:3-4). God has “chosen us,” notice, “in Him.” God chose that all
people who are going to be saved must be “in Him” (Christ). He chose
this plan “before the foundation of the world.” He chose us to be in
Christ “that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”
Paul continues: “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved” (Eph.1:5-6). God has predestinated (pre-
determined), that we should be adopted by means of Jesus Christ.
Again, He (God), is the One Who chose this method. God did not
arbitrarily choose certain individuals to be saved and others to be lost.
God does not take away man’s will and force him to be saved or lost.
In fact, God wills that all people should be saved. Concerning God’s
desire for man’s salvation, Paul wrote of God—“Who will have all men
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).
Likewise, Peter wrote: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”
(2 Pet. 3:9). Would it not seem strange that God desires all to be saved,
then arbitrarily chooses many to be eternally lost? Again, why would
Jesus invite all to come to Him, if they could not come to Him? Yet, He
invites: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Mt. 11:28-30). Obviously, all
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can come to Jesus, otherwise, Jesus would not invite all to come unto
Him.

How does God call us? Does God send the Holy Spirit directly
upon the heart of an individual in order to save him? Fortunately, man
does not have to live in doubt relative to God’s calling.

But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 2:13-
14).

God chose us through sanctification of the Spirit. We have to be “set
apart” or “sanctified” by the Spirit. How does God accomplish this
sanctification? It is through the Word of God. Jesus prayed: “Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (Jn. 17:17). Paul says God
“called you by our gospel.” People are either deceived or lying when
they claim God has called them by some direct leading of the Holy
Spirit today. The way (method) God uses to call people to salvation is
“by our gospel.” God is no respecter of persons, consequently, He
wants every person to be called. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned” (Mk. 16:15-16). He calls all people by means of the Gospel.
God draws all men unto Him by means of “teaching.” Jesus said: “No
man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him:
and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And
they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard,
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (Jn. 6:44- 45). Jesus
draws people unto Himself by people being “taught of God.” The lost
rich man in torment wanted Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five
brothers lest they come into torment. Abraham said: “They have Moses
and the prophets” (Lk. 16:29) meaning by this they have the writings
of Moses and the prophets. The rich man did not have confidence in the
power of God’s Word. “And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him,
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead” (Lk. 16:30-31). The rich man thought
it would take a miracle to save his brothers. Abraham (and God),
disagreed with the rich man, saying that God’s Word was sufficient!
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Unfortunately, some today still doubt the power of God’s Word to save
mankind. They wish for a direct calling from God while rejecting the
very means by which God is calling them. In contrast, Paul wrote: “For
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). Whereas God made the tulip a very beautiful
flower, man has taken the name of the “tulip” and turned it into an
acronym for a very ugly and false Calvinistic doctrine, (i.e., Total
Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible
Grace and Perseverance of the Saints).

Since God calls us (by means of the Gospel), does that mean man
cannot so sin as to be eternally lost? On the contrary, just as we are
saved “conditionally,” we continue in the saved relationship with God
conditioned on the fact that we walk in the light (1 Jn. 1:7-10). The
Christians in the region of Galatia were guilty of removing themselves
from the grace of Christ unto another “gospel.” Paul said:

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

One should notice in the above passage that when one departs from
the Gospel of Christ, he departs form the grace of Christ. In fact, Paul
explicitly tells them: “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whoso-
ever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal.
5:4). These Christians were turning away from Christ and going back
to the law of Moses and in so doing were falling from grace. Peter
describes the condition of those who do fall away. He wrote:

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse
with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto
them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire (2 Pet. 2:20-22).
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These had escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (which means they were
saved). Then, they were again entangled and overcome. As a result, the
latter end was worse with them than the beginning. Peter, however,
gives us an inspired formula to keep us from falling. He wrote:

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and
to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ (2 Pet. 1:5-11).

Peter tells brethren to make their “calling and election sure.” If one’s
calling and election are sure whether or not one gives diligence, then
Peter’s admonishment is not necessary. He continued by saying: “[F]or
if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The clear implication is that if we do
not do these things, we will fall and we will not have the abundant
entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF GOD’S CALLING?

There are great blessings in God’s calling. Peter wrote:

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy (1 Pet. 2:9-10).

The people to whom Peter wrote, were not merely a people, but now
are the people of God! They had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy. They are now a “chosen generation.” God had chosen
them by the Gospel call and their obedience to the same. They were
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now a “royal priesthood.” Royalty is theirs because they are connected
with King Jesus, and they were priests because of their ability (or
right), now given to officiate in worship to God. They are an “holy
nation.” They were holy because they were separated or made holy by
the blood of Jesus (1 Pet. 1:18-19). Christians are God’s holy nation.
The fleshly Jews are not God’s holy nation. Rather, those who are in
Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, make up the spiritual nation of God (cf.
Rom. 2:28-29).

Christians are “a peculiar people,” or as the American Standard
Version renders it, “a people for God’s own possession.” What a
blessing to be God’s people, to belong to God. John wrote: “Behold,
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew him not” (1 Jn. 3:1). Because we are God’s children we have
an inheritance. In his first letter, Peter wrote:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time (1 Pet. 1:3-5).

Because of all the above mentioned benefits—and many more—we
should show forth the praises of Him who hath called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light.

CONCLUSION

Christians have been called of God. They have been called by
means of the Gospel of Christ (2 Thess. 2:14). They are called out of
darkness and into God’s marvelous light. God has delivered us from the
“power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son” (Col. 1:13). Man has a choice in his election of God. He is to do
the will of the Father (Mt. 7:21). He is to add the “Christian graces”
mentioned by Peter, to make his calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10-
11). There are many wonderful benefits as a result of God’s calling
(1 Pet. 2:9). Christians have the obligation, as well as the privilege, to
show forth the praises of Him Who has called us out darkness into His
marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9). May we walk in the light of God’s Word
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so that we may enjoy God’s blessing now and then one day go to the
land where there is no night.
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